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The Silver Ice Axe

The Newsletter of the Jasper/Hinton Section of the Alpine Club of Canada

Winter 2019-20




Jasper Hinton Section Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Jasper-Hinton-Alpine-Club-of-Canada/164972823530538
You can use this link to follow the section, post “short notice” trips that may not be on the schedule, post pictures and stories of trips you have done, and to follow the section. 

We have a website! Check it out.	http://accjasperhinton.ca/


Message from the Chair 
I was once again reminded last summer that it’s the journey that really matters. I was at my brother’s wedding a few years back when I was approached by my new sister in law’s grandmother, Jean Knopp. Jean had heard that I was a climber and connected with me right away. She let me know that her uncle that was quite a famous mountaineer. After a few stories I realized her uncle Geoffrey was actually the dude the Tonquin Valley ACC hut is named after. The Wates Gibson Hut was named in honour of Rex Gibson and C.G. Wates, or Cyril Geoffrey Wates. Uncle Geoff. Future conversations led to the realization that Jean had kept several of C.G. Wates’ photo albums which included photos of mountaineering in the 1920’s and 30’s in the Tonquin Valley. Last summer Jean and family donated ‘The Skipper’s’ photo albums to the Jasper Yellowhead Museum. The museum did a fantastic job getting an exhibit ready which included digital copies of the photos for all to look at. C.G. Wates was an amazing man, whose mountaineering accomplishments alone are astounding. President of the Alpine Club of Canada, first ascent of Mt Geikie in 1924 etc.… But not only was he a mountaineer, he was also an accomplished writer, photographer and astronomer to name just a few of his other hobbies. I must admit, it feels wrong calling them hobbies. An example would be his ‘hobby’ of building telescopes. Geoffrey Wates took up the hobby of telescope making in roughly 1931. He built 6 telescopes in total, including a 9 inch telescope he mounted in a small observatory in the river valley in Edmonton for public use. He also built a 12.5 inch telescope, which at the time was the 6th largest telescope in Canada. The grinding of the mirror was done by hand but the polishing and figuring required him to build and design a specialized mechanical grinding machine, ‘using all manner of spare parts from dental equipment to washing machines.’ In 1938 he received the Chant Medal from the astronomical society “for outstanding amateur contribution to astronomy in Canada”. In 1943 he donated this telescope to the University of Alberta. Researching a piece of history was very rewarding for me. C.G. Wates was a very special man. It makes me happy knowing that a part of his legacy will be on hand at our very own Jasper Yellowhead Museum and Archives. But the really rewarding part for me was to spend time with all of the people along the way, like C.G. Wates’ niece. Hearing Jean’s stories about her uncle Geoff was pretty cool. Like always, it’s the journey that really matters.

Sincerely, Matt Reynolds ACC Jasper / Hinton section chair




2019-20 Winter Schedule

The following trips are filled on a first call first in basis.  Please contact leaders one to two weeks before the trip.  Volunteers lead all trips.  The exact date for the trip may change due to the leader’s commitments.  For liability protection, each participant must sign a waiver.

Be sure to ask section leaders what other equipment may be necessary.  Some section equipment is available on loan for club outings.

	



Hello Jasper section members

Just a heads up and invitation to this winter's ice review organized by the Calgary section. Please share this event with your members and feel free to contact me with any questions.
http://acccalgaryc.web712.discountasp.net/events/details.asp?eventid=4907

Anne drew potter
www.annedrewpotter.com
510-564-7849 (US)
587-284-7997 (CANADA)
annedrewpotter@gmail.com




Invitation
I go out exploring (skiing or snowshoeing) every Wednesday.
You are welcome to join me.
Claire Levesque		claire.levesque@telus.net 		780 223 4498

December 7th					XC ski or snowshoe to Kinney Lake. Easy for all.
Wayne Campbell		htcmaint@yahoo.ca

December 11th  	Ski touring: Paradise Valley	 located West of Jarvis Lake
Exploration and fun trip, moderate to intermediate
Duration:4 to 6 hours
Claire Levesque		claire.levesque@telus.net 			780 223 4498


January 12th					Churchill Slide Paths
Full day ski tour on Churchill slide paths down Hwy. 93 � An alternative destination may be selected given conditions.
 Ian Goodge			Ph: 780-913-8396		igoodge@hotmail.com

January 19th					Fun with Snow Shelters 
We are going out in the local Jasper area to practice building snow shelters.   Try your hand at building an A-frame trench, emergency snow cave, and quite possibly an igloo.  Participants must have backcountry skis or snowshoes to access snowy terrain.  No experience required.  
Ian Goodge 				780-913-8396		 igoodge@hotmail.com

January 25th					Ice climb on Folding Curtain. 
Short easy route, close to the road and the brewery.
Wayne Campbell			htcmaint@yahoo.ca

February 17th				Family day 
Easy snowshoe trip in William Switzer Provincial Park.
Wayne Campbell			htcmaint@yahoo.ca

Feb 24-25th			 		McKirdy Cabin Touring
Ski touring based out of the McKirdy (YORA) cabin above Valemount. Relatively short approach (8 km and 1200 m of elevation). Moderate terrain accessible from the cabin with great views looking west into the Cariboos in clear sky. Max 3 people.
Ben Nearingburg			ben.nearingburg@gmail.com

|March 4th 					Ski touring Whistler Creek and beyond
Wednesday March 4, 2020
Moderate to intermediate
Duration: about 6 hours
Claire Levesque		claire.levesque@telus.net  		780 223 4498


March 9th					Bald Hills & Beyond

Many folks visit the Bald Hills area for skiing, but few venture beyond the standard ski lines. This trip will take us to a remoter place where we'll find some turns and hopefully some powder to go with it! Can be combined with the Oven Traverse the next day, or as a single day trip. All abilities are welcome here.
Sean Prockter 					sprockter@gmail.com

March  10th					Oven Traverse

A unique, 2-pass traverse up Watchtower and down Jeffrey Cr in the Maligne Valley. Can be combined with Bald Hills the day prior, or as a stand-alone trip. Expect over 20kms and a full day.
Sean Prockter 					sprockter@gmail.com

March 22nd					Sunrise Peak Ski Tour
 
A full day ski tour in the Maligne Range � an alternativee destination may be selected given conditions.
Ian Goodge 				780-913-8396			 igoodge@hotmail.com


March 23-25th				Pat Sheehan Traverse

Named after a warden who was killed in a climbing accident in 1992, this incredible traverse takes us over a small icefield and into some of the most spectacular terrain the Columbia Icefield has to offer. Castleguard Mountain is a possible ski mountaineering objective. Previous winter camping experience and a minimum of AST1 is necessary as this is a 3-day trip in a remote part of the icefields. Dates TBD.
Sean Prockter 					sprockter@gmail.com

March28-30th		Easy two night XC ski trip to a cabin on Clearwater Lake.
Wayne Campbell				htcmaint@yahoo.ca

 
April 4th			Easy ski tour in the Wilcox Pass enviros.
Wayne Campbell				htcmaint@yahoo.ca




 
 




















GUIDELINES FOR TRIP PARTICIPANTS

Amateur volunteer hikers, skiers and climbers coordinate all trips listed in the Jasper-Hinton Section’s trip schedule. When on a trip, participants must act in a manner that is safe and responsible and participants are expected to bring the equipment requested by the trip leader. Participants should find out the requirements and demands of the trip well in advance by asking the leader and researching the trip in guidebooks and other literature. Further guidelines for participants are listed below.

1.	Be prepared to complete a liability waiver form.

2.	You must be a member of the Alpine Club of Canada to join a trip.

3.	Sign up for trips that will challenge you, but are not beyond your abilities. If unsure, ask the trip leader and tell them your experience and fitness level – be honest. People inexperienced in the mountains should start with easier trips.

4.	Learn about the trip before you attend (which route, number of kilometers, amount of vertical gain/loss, type of terrain, length of day, etc.).

5.	Give as much notice as possible to the Trip Leader if you are unable to go on the trip. There are often waiting lists of other members who would like to go.

6.	Ensure that you have the right equipment and that it is in good repair.

7.	For winter trips, make sure that you are using a digital avalanche transceiver and that it is in good working order. Single antenna (analog) transceivers are not acceptable.

8.	Bring your helmet on all moderate and difficult scrambles, alpine, rock and ice climbs. Leaders may ask you to bring your helmet on certain ski trips as well.

9.	Offer to drive, share expenses and be prepared to carry a part of the “group gear” (ropes, etc). The trip leader has often invested considerable time prior to the trip, investigating the route, reviewing the avalanche hazard, etc. and is often supplying his/her own equipment.  Show your appreciation for this effort.













Section Executive

President
Matt Reynolds 	780-852-5042 			mattmountainguiding@gmail.com 

Section Representative
Claire Levesque	780-223-4498			claire.levesque@telus.net

Trip Coordinator & Newsletter Editor
Peter Amann 	780-931 2521 				pamann@incentre.net

Secretary/Treasurer 
Estelle Stewart	 				estelle@jasperfoodtours.com

Membership Services
Jennifer Russell					jenn.russ10@gmail.com
Social Events/ Webmaster
Ben Nearingburg 					 ben.nearingburg@gmail.com					

Access and Environment Representative		 htcmaint@yahoo.ca
Wayne Campbell
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The activities of the Jasper/Hinton section of the
Alpine Club of Canada is sponsored in part by
the
 Alberta Sports, Recreation, Parks and Wildlife Foundation.
)
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